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Meet the Staff



Academic Advisement 

Office of Accessibility Services

Preparatory Studies

Tutoring Services

The ASC is comprised of these four areas:

As a department, our main goal is to 
assist students along their educational and 
career journey by providing them with the 

tools they need to be successful



Dr. Tara Jabbaar-Gyambrah

Executive Director, Academic Success and 
Persistence

Huber 107D

(716) 880-2338

taj57@medaille.edu

Fun fact: I used to play the flute in high 
school

mailto:taj57@medaille.edu


Adriane Z. Williams

Assistant Director, Academic Success Center

Huber 107F

(716) 880-3092 

azw24@medaille.edu

Fun fact: I am married to an identical twin, and I 
have twins!

mailto:azw24@medaille.edu


Theresa Nusstein

Administrative Assistant, Academic Success 
Center

Huber 107

(716) 880-2215

tnl38@medaille.edu

Fun fact: I love the ocean and beaches. Once 
when snorkeling, I had a large manatee come 
right up to me, face-to-face. It was awesome!

mailto:tnl38@medaille.edu


George Deacon

Academic Advisor

Huber 117C

(716) 880-2502

gdeacon@medaille.edu

Fun fact: Besides advising, I enjoy 
spending time with my family, reading, 
watching classic movies, and drinking 

coffee.

mailto:gdeacon@medaille.edu


Kayla Goodman

Academic Advisor

Huber 117A

(716) 880-2229

kg846@medaille.edu

Fun fact: I love performing opera music 
scenes, in fact I have been in two Operas.

mailto:kg846@medaille.edu


Susan Kottke

Senior Academic Advisor

Main 319

(716) 880-2581

skottke@medaille.edu

Fun fact: I am also an alumna of Medaille 
College, I understand first-hand the 

struggles of balancing a career with the 
demands of a family life while aspiring to 

complete a degree.

mailto:skottke@medaille.edu


Christine Lazzaro

Academic Advisor

Huber 117B

(716) 880-2323

clazzaro@medaille.edu

Fun fact: I enjoy reading, drawing, and 
painting!

mailto:clazzaro@medaille.edu


Michael Pasierb

Academic Advisor

Huber 117E

mgp69@Medaille.edu

Fun fact: I have been hosting a radio 
show, Rockin’ Polkas, every weekend 

since 1993 with my father. 

mailto:mgp69@Medaille.edu


Samantha Shaffner

Academic Advisor

Huber 117D

(716) 880-2289

sas653@medaille.edu

Fun fact: I was a theatre performance 
major in college!

mailto:sas653@medaille.edu


Halin Tavano

Senior Academic Advisor

Main 319

(716) 880-2601

htavano@medaille.edu

Fun fact: I love to go camping!

mailto:ahtavano@medaille.edu


Spencer Cottman

stc82@medaille.edu

Fun fact: (For some reason) I can't seem to 
remember my birthday.

mailto:stc82@medaille.edu


Douglas Anderson

Online Writing Specialist

Online 

(716) 880-2114

danderson@medaille.edu

Fun fact: I have been living in the Netherlands 
since 2017, studying the history of science as a 

guest researcher at the Huygens Institute 

mailto:danderson@medaille.edu


Lucy Czesak

Curricular Writing Specialist

Huber 107

(716) 880-2116

lc829@medaille.edu

Fun fact: I was born at home with only my 
father there to deliver me. But wait, it gets 

worse! My parents were so relaxed about the 
situation, they waited six weeks to have my 

first check-up with the doctor.

mailto:lc829@medaille.edu


Michael Filipski

Curricular Math Specialist

Huber 107G

(716) 880-2595 

mgf52@medaille.edu

Fun fact: I have a black belt in Tae Kwon Do

mailto:mgf52@medaille.edu


Kyle Shrader

Curricular Writing Specialist

Huber 107E

(716) 880-2115

kjs389@medaille.edu

Fun fact: I enjoy long walks in the woods 
with my daughter and my dog Wallace, who 

is named after my favorite author.

mailto:kjs389@medaille.edu


Cheryl Twardowski-Potter

ctwardowski@medaille.edu

Fun fact: I am a Buffalo sports fanatic 
and a season ticket holder for the 

Buffalo Bandits

mailto:ctwardowski@medaille.edu


THANK YOU


